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VENUS BETRAYED

5 Dinnertime, r. t889,
oil on cardboard,

71.8 x 92.2 cm.

from its capacity to provoke emotion.r In common with most artists, he

focused not on figurative depiction, but rather on composition, light, colour

and surface texture to achieve this. Yet his journal often mentions specific

memories as his inspiration, adding a consciously personal narrative to

thousands ofworks.
In his first surviving sketchbook, Vuillard developed a sort of visual

shorthand to symbolize events, both positive and negative, that had moved

him deeply. He had already decided that 'practically speaking, I need to

work from rnernory.'a He would use these images later as the inspiration
for fully developed pictures. He related consciously transcribing these

images-rnDres (seminal images) into his art via formal means, 'evoking these

interior images by . . . colours and shapes. The art consists of introducing
to these forms an order that suggests the images.'5 In September r89o
Vuillard said of his images-mires: 'I already have enough to keep me busy
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5 Detail from journal:

dark doorway,

z7 November r888,

graphite on lined
paper

7 Detailfrom journal

(from eft to right)
person with oil lamp,

man in doorway,

self-portrait: face in

shadow notation
'got home al 4:3o',
rz December t888,

graphite on lined

pa Per.

8 Detail from journal:
'evening at Colmet's,
hlstoires de femmes'
(naked women
s tting on a table),
r r December r888,

graphite on lined paper.
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ro Detail from journal:

woman rn opentng,
hands on hips, probably

9 December r888,
graphite on lined paper.

VENUS BITRAYID

darkness, where Vuillard, the sneaky night owl, will later slip out, blithely
getting into trouble.

In many paintings, especially those Vuillard made before he was thirty,

a woman suddenly opens a door, pushes aside a curtain, appears in a

doorway (illus. ro) or flees through it, sometimes leading a child. A closed

door hides potential dangers: discovery scandal, confrontation, punish-
ment, imprisonment, banishment. By r9o4 the husbands ofhis mistresses

lounge in doorways; then, as time passes, Vuillard's doors increasingly open

to potential freedom (illus. 9).

ART AS MENACE

At sixteen Vuillard had announced that, like his best friend Kerr (FranEois-

Xavier Roussel), he was going to be an artist - one of the few times the

typically submissive Vuillard refused to hide or compromise his own
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